
REYNOLDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
August 8, 2013 

Supervisor Fisk called the regular meeting of the Board to order at 7:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was 
given. Reverend James B. Wyse of Christ The King-Saint Francis De Sales Parish, Howard City, MI gave 
the invocation. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Supervisor Fisk, Clerk Sholty, Trustee Kindel and Trustee Smith. Absent: Treasurer 
Stevens. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Robert Richards gave public comment regarding the good turnout for National Night 
Out, and thanked the residents and contributors. He also asked the Board for consideration if the 
treasurer is absent, to have the deputy in place. Public comment and concern was also given regarding 
Village Police and County Sheriff’s Department merger. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Motion: Approve consent agenda consisting of July, 11, 2013 regular Meeting of the 
Board minutes, police report, fire report, zoning report, June & July treasurer’s reports,  library report 
and the monthly bills. Motion by Smith, second by Sholty. Ayes: 4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1, Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS: Supervisor Fisk met with S. Michael Scott, Village of Howard City President who 
informed Supervisor Fisk the Village is currently in negotiations with the Montcalm County Sheriff’s 
Dept. to merge the Village Police and the County Sheriff’s Dept. creating a County Sheriff’s Sub-station in 
the existing Village Police Station.  Mr. Scott stated talks are only in the initial stages, and transfer of 
authority might take place March 1, 2014. No change in officers, only in uniform and stickers on the 
cruisers which would be permanently stationed in Village Municipal Garage. One major change would be 
in administration; this would all be done in Stanton. County and Village are hoping to add coverage in 
Pierson & Winfield townships so the sub-station would be run full-time. Mr. Scott said tentative new 
annual rate for the County would be $71,000.00 for 40 hrs. per week. Reynolds Twp. is currently paying 
$31,836.00 for 20 hrs. per week.  With a little over 10% increase, if Reynolds Twp. remained with the 
current 20 hrs. per week we would pay $35,500.00. Mr. Scott asked if the township wanted to remain at 
20 hrs. per week or if we would like to add hours. As talks move forward, the County and Village will 
involve us more at the township level; asking input from Reynolds Township as to hours wanted so they 
can move forward with their discussions. Supervisor Fisk expressed concern regarding losing personal 
relationship that the Village officers have with the community. Mr. Scott assured Supervisor Fisk they 
would not make a change unless the County kept the current Village officers that are in place right now. 
Supervisor Fisk also met with Chief Steve DeWitt and he also stated talks are only in initial stages and it 
is not a done deal.  He is proud of the Howard City Department. It is just a merger, same officers and 
service, more opportunities for federal grants for officers. Chief DeWitt said it would be good for the 
area, although, for him personally, he would no longer be the Police Chief, but discussions are in 
progress regarding his actual role. He stated there would be administrative cost savings, and we already 
train together, share data and back each other up. If the merger goes through, it would be a model for 
every other police dept. He affirmed same police officers in place with merger and no change in service. 
BOARD COMMENTS: Trustee Smith: What is timeline on responses for merger? Supervisor Fisk: Our 
contract expires Feb. 28, 2014, so there is time for decisions. Trustee Smith: I would like to congratulate 
Dan on all his work regarding the condemnation of the MNS Party Store on M-46. Trustee Smith: To 
answer Robert Richards question on the deputy, yes, Deputy Treasurer should be in place when 
Treasurer is absent because Robin is not supposed to handle the Treasurer’s tax money. Supervisor Fisk: 
I am pleased to announce that after a meeting held on July 31st between the Village & Reynolds Twp. 
along with Dave Bee, West Michigan Regional Planning Director, we have finalized correcting the clerical 
errors in the proposed Master Plan. After these corrections, and a minor mapping change, the proposed 
plan will be mailed to surrounding municipalities for their review and comments, the Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing on the plan, the plan will be approved, then the Township will 
adopt the final version. The proposed plan should cover the Twp. for at least 5 yrs. at which time the 



Planning Commission will review the plan and update if necessary. If the plan looks good at that time, it 
will serve the Township for 5 more years, or until the next census. Supervisor Fisk: There is currently a 
vacant seat on the Planning Commission. Marlene Brethauer submitted her resignation due to health 
reasons. She thanks Reynolds Twp. for the opportunity to serve on the Planning Commission, but needs 
to focus on her health. Supervisor Fisk: I would like to thank Marlene for her voluntary service on the 
Planning Commission. It was a pleasure to have worked with her and our prayers will be with her for her 
health. If anyone is interested in the vacant Planning Commission appointment, please feel free to come 
in and fill out a Committee Application. Supervisor Fisk: I am pleased to announce that in a meeting with 
Montcalm County Building Official, Scott Minard, he told me since Reynolds Twp. switched the Building 
Department back to Montcalm County; it has been able to sustain itself financially. Supervisor Fisk: MSN 
Quick Stop Update: As you know the Zoning Administrator & I both communicated with owner & a 
citation was issued without success. Since last meeting, I have collected evidence and facts to initiate 
the State Housing Law; we will need these facts for a public hearing. Facts included copy of Fire report 
from Village Fire chief, Randy Heckman, Written opinion of the safety aspect of property, any police 
reports or criminal activity there since the fire from Chief DeWitt. Chief DeWitt sited the property with 
many safety concerns and did a great job putting his written opinion together. Scott Minard, Montcalm 
County Building Official assessed the building structure, and saw the necessity to condemn it.  Zoning 
Administrator, Art Ross has all the professional opinion and evidence to deem the building dangerous 
and set a hearing date giving at least 10-day notice.  Supervisor Fisk will appoint an architect, engineer 
or licensed builder as the Hearing Officer. Insurance company is denying owner’s claim for various 
reasons and he does not have funds for cleanup; it is likely that the Township will have to remove the 
building and put a tax lien on the property for all township expenses incurred. Supervisor Fisk: 
Montcalm County Road Commission has all road projects just about completed. They will be back to seal 
& centerline the projects in a few weeks. Clerk Sholty: Supervisor Fisk has taken care of ant hills at the 
cemetery and will keep up on them.  Moving forward to getting cemetery online. Supervisor Fisk: 
Monday we will be starting our annual audit. 
Meeting adjourned:  7:38 pm 
Next Meeting: September 12, 2013 at 7:00 p.m., 215 E. Edgerton St., Howard City 
For more information call the township office at 231-937-6739 or check our website 
www.montcalm.org/reynolds.asp . 
Assessor: Dennis Wright – 989-560-6448 
Zoning Administrator: Arthur Ross – 231-245-6341 

https://www.montcalm.org/reynolds.asp

